Nomination or Mr J P Saxby for a CA Diploma.

John Saxby joined the Club in 1996 when the ‘Mac’ series came to Bowdon.   He was part of a strong influx that year.   He retained his clear view of matters which concern new players who find the Association game most challenging, and became a valued contributor to the Committee when still quite a new member.   He invented a most popular feature of play at Bowdon, “The Wednesday Competition”, which takes place every week in the season and fills all the lawns for the day.  About 30% of full playing members take part every week and form a hub around which much of the Club activity revolves.   It started as an event to provide regular competition for those members who might never play in tournaments, and gives beginners the confidence to move on.   Members thus enjoy the pleasures of tournament play weekly, without the cost or inconvenience of travel.  The system has now been adopted by another Club, which uses “Saxby” on its trophy!

Since 2004, John has been our Honorary Secretary, during an active period of negotiation with the National Trust to renew the Club lease.  This concluded successfully in 2009, and the Club is now planning the renovation of its century-old clubhouse, erected when we moved to the site.    

Club life continues to flourish under his eye, and the 2010 MacRobertson Shield event at Bowdon promises to bring our membership list to “full” again.    

M Granger Brown   

President
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